
There are thirteen provisions of the IPC (Indian Penal Code) which can be used by a 
fresher who is being ragged to register an FIR (First Information Report) in the police 

station under whose jurisdiction-area the crime has taken place. 
 

 

These sections are: 

339. Wrongful restraint 
340. Wrongful confinement 

341. Punishment for wrongful restraint 
342. Punishment for wrongful confinement 

294. Obscene acts and songs 
506. Punishment for criminal intimidation 

In cases of extreme ragging that includes violence: 

323. Punishment for voluntarily causing hurt 
324. Voluntarily causing hurt by dangerous weapons or means 

325. Punishment for voluntarily causing grievous hurt 
326. Voluntarily causing grievous hurt by dangerous weapons or means 

In case a ragging victim has lost his/her life: 

304. Punishment for culpable homicide not amounting to murder 
306. Abetment of suicide 
307. Attempt to murder 

 

Here are the details of all the above sections: 

339. Wrongful restraint 
Whoever voluntarily obstructs any person so as to prevent that person from proceeding 

in any direction in which that person has a right to proceed, is said wrongfully to 
restrain that person. 

 
Exception: The obstruction of a private way over land or water which a person in good 

faith believes himself to have a lawful right to obstruct, is not an offence within the 
meaning of this section. 

 
Illustration: A obstructs a path along which Z has a right to pass. A not believing in good 

faith that he has a right to stop the path. Z is thereby prevented from passing. A 
wrongfully restrains Z. 

 



340. Wrongful confinement 
Whoever wrongfully restrains any person in such a manner as to prevent that person 

from proceedings beyond certain circumscribing limits, is said "wrongfully to confine" 
that person. 

 
Illustrations: 

(a) A causes Z to go within a walled space, and locks Z in. A is thus prevented from 
proceeding in any direction beyond the circumscribing line of wall. A wrongfully 

confines Z. 
(b) A places men with firearms at the outlets of a building, and tells Z that they will fire 

at Z if Z attempts to leave the building. A wrongfully confines Z. 
 

341. Punishment for wrongful restraint 
Whoever wrongfully restrains any person shall be punished with simple imprisonment 

for a term which may extend to one month, or with fine which may extend to five 
hundred rupees, or with both. 

 
342. Punishment for wrongful confinement 

Whoever wrongfully confines any person shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to one year, or with fine which may extend to 

one thousand rupees, or with both. 
 

294. Obscene acts and songs 
Whoever, to the annoyance of others- 

(a) does any obscene act in any public place, or 
(b) sings, recites or utters any obscene song, ballad or words, in or near any public place, 
shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend 

to three months, or with fine, or with both. 
 

506. Punishment for criminal intimidation 
Whoever commits, the offence of criminal intimidation shall be punished with 

imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two years, or with 
fine, or with both; If threat be to cause death or grievous hurt, etc- and if the threat be to 

cause death or grievous hurt, or to cause the destruction of any property by fire, or to 
cause an offence punishable with death or 152[imprisonment for life], or with 

imprisonment for a term which may extend to seven years, or to impute, unchastity to a 
woman, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which 

may extend to seven years, or With fine, or with both. 
 

323. Punishment for voluntarily causing hurt 
Whoever, except in the case provided for by section 334, voluntarily causes hurt, shall be 

punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to one 
year, or with fine which may extend to one thousand rupees, or with both. 

 
324. Voluntarily causing hurt by dangerous weapons or means 

Whoever, except in the case provided for by section 334, voluntarily causes hurt by 
means of any instrument for shooting, stabbing or cutting, or any instrument which, 
used as weapon of offence, is likely to cause death, or by means of fire or any heated 
substance, or by means of any poison or any corrosive substance, or by means of any 

explosive substance or by means of any substance which it is deleterious to the human 
body to inhale, to swallow, or to receive into the blood, or by means of any animal, shall 

be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 
three years, or with fine, or with both. 

 
 



325. Punishment for voluntarily causing grievous hurt 
Whoever, except in the case provided for by section 335, voluntarily causes grievous 

hurt, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 

 
326. Voluntarily causing grievous hurt by dangerous weapons or means 
Whoever, except in the case provided for by section 335, voluntarily causes grievous 
hurt by means of any instrument for shooting, stabbing or cutting, or any instrument 
which, used as a weapon of offence, is likely to cause death, or by means of fire or any 

heated substance, or by means of any poison or any corrosive substance, or by means of 
any explosive substance, or by means of any substance which it is deleterious to the 
human body to inhale, to swallow, or to receive into the blood, or by means of any 

animal, shall be punished with 152[imprisonment for life], or with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to 

fine. 
 

304. Punishment for culpable homicide not amounting to murder 
Whoever commits culpable homicide not amounting to murder shall be punished with 

104[imprisonment for life], or imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine, if the act by which the death is caused 
is done with the intention of causing death, or of causing such bodily injury as is likely to 
cause death, or with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 
ten years, or with fine, or with both, if the act is done with the knowledge that it is likely 
to cause death, but without any intention to cause death, or to cause such bodily injury 

as is likely to cause death. 
 

306. Abetment of suicide 
If any person commits suicide, whoever abets the commission of such suicide, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten 

years, and shall also be liable to fine. 
 

307. Attempt to murder 
Whoever does any act with such intention or knowledge, and under such circumstances 
that, if he by that act caused death, he would be guilty or murder, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall 
also be liable to fine; and if hurt is caused to any person by such act, the offender shall 

be liable either to 104[imprisonment for life], or to such punishment as is here in before 
mentioned. 

 


